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Provincial public service pay as % of average provincial pay 
12 months ending September 2016 

Provincial ratio National average 



0% 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

30% 

35% 

A
lb
er

ta
 

B
rit

is
h 

C
ol
um

bi
a 

O
nt

ar
io

 

S
as

ka
tc
he

w
an

 

M
an

ito
ba

 

N
ew

fo
un

dl
an

d 
an

d 
La

br
ad

or
 

Q
ue

be
c 

N
ov

a 
S
co

tia
 

P
rin

ce
 E

dw
ar

d 
Is

la
nd

 

N
ew

 B
ru

ns
w
ic
k 

Consolidated provincial / local expense share of GDP -- 2016 
Source: CANSIM 385-0041 and CANSIM 384-0038 
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It’s about revenue, stupid…

Moody’s

Standard and Poor

DBRS

Parliamentary Budget Office



If we taxed like (x, y, or z) 

we’d raise how much more?

B.C. $15 Billion

Sask $11 Billion

Ralph (before the flat tax) $7.4 Billion



Personal Income Tax

(over incomes of $100 000)

Ontario $3.6 Billion

B.C. $2.4 Billion

Sask $1 Billion



Corporate Tax

Eliminate the preferential tax for small 

business…

$1.9 Billion



Sales Tax

Based on revenue raised in Alberta from 

GST, we know a PST would raise

$711 million

for each tax point.



If we had a sales tax like…

Sask (5%) $3.8 Billion

B.C. (7%) $5.4 Billion

Ontario (8%) $6.2 Billion



Why I can’t advocate for a sales tax…

Albertan’s don’t want it

It’s regressive

Perception that it’s the political suicide tax (PST)

We don’t do those kinds of things to friends



What we’re asking for…

Name and explain the problem

Commit to educating the public

Commit to putting alternatives to Albertans 

for consideration


