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Frcsh offa budget that posts a dou-
ble-digitdefi cit, Finance Minister
Joe Ceci was challenged Monday

, by the Calgary Chamber of Com-
' merce to get Albertat fiscal house
in order.

Ceci spoke at a chamber breal<-
' fast to tout the merits oflast weekt
provincial budget, which projects
a $I0.3 billion shortfall this year
and $Tl billion in debt by tl1e end
of the NDP government's current
term in 2019.

After the NDP finaace minister
spoke, chamber president Adam
Legge told the crowd of about
200 people the budget was a dis-
appointment to provincial busi-
nesses because it didn't grapple
with the province's fiscal realil ies
and tlle 2023 target for a return to
surpluses is too far away.

Hesaid the government can nei-
ther tax nor cut its way alone to a
balanced budget and the province
must look carefully at both op-
tions,

"We have to have a meaningful
conversation with Albertans as to
how to close that revenue and ex-
pense gap.'We must start tackling
our revenue and expense prob-
lem," said Legge, who later told
reporters a provircial sales tax
shouldbe part ofthe discussion.

Ceci told the crowd at the Hyatt
hotel that the NDP is committed
to keeping its siending increases
under the rate of inflation plus
population growth.

That, coupled with a return to
solid economic growth after two
years of recessiorl will help bat-
ance the budget.

A more aggressive approach
would mean damaging cuts to
public services, he said.

Speaking to reporters, the Cal-
gary-Fort MLA said he respectfully
disagreed with Legget critique-

"The kind of expeditious turn-
down in the deficit levels that
they're looking at or asking for ...
I believe would be problematic for
Albertans," said Ceci.
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