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From left, Brian
Mason, minister
of infrastructure
and transporta-
tion, celebrates
news of the
$1-billion upgrade
project for the
Yellowhead Trail
with federal
minister Amarjeet
Sohi, and Mayor
Don lveson.
LARRY WONG
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Yellowhead finally gets
billion-dollar upgrade
STUART TEOMSON

It's been a long time coming. And
it's going to be a long time before
Edmonton drivers experience a
smooth-riding freewaywith no red
lights. But $1 billion in Yellowhead
Trail upgrades are officiallyonthe
way.

Commuters and truck drivers
won'tnotice the effects forawhile,
with a complicated design process
and land acquisitions pushingthe
construction start date to 2O2l.It
will take 10 years from the start
date for all the upgrades to be
completed.

The $l-billion upgrade will turn
parts of the Yellowhead to a free-
wayfrom an expressway, meaning
interchanges will be upgraded and
the traffic lights will be removed.
The 25-kilometre stretch of road
sees up to 8l,0OO vehicles per day,
2O per cent ofwhich are transport
trucks.

Mayor Don Iveson said city
councillors have been calling for
upgSades as far back as 1989, when
he was 1O years old.

The federal and provincial
government are offering up to
$241,600,000 each in funding for
the project, while the rest ofthe tab
for upgpades will be picked up by
the Cityof Edmonton.

The mayor said the full-scale
upgrades couldn't have been ac-
complished by the city alone and
that without provincial and federal
funding, Edmonton would have
been forced to continue picking

'bway piecemeal at small projects
alongthe highway.

Doing it all at once, in the form
of a single massive, billion-dollar
project, brings the cost ofthe con-
struction tenders do'vrm. It also
allows the city to view the project
from end to end and sequence con-
struction to minimize disruption.

"Instead of chipping away, we
can develop a methodical ap-
proach to how we're going to ad-
dress the free-flowing road," said
Adam Laughlin, head of the city's
infrastructure department. "We're
creating a free-flow corridor that
allows goods movement to either
get on or get off at key industrial
or commercial points."

Speaking at the announcement
on Friday morning at All Weather
Windows just offthe Yellowhead
in northwest Edmonton, federal
Infrastructure Minister Amarjeet
Sohi said the upgraded highway
will have myriad benefi ts.

"We have seenthe congestionon
the Yellowhead and what it can do,"
said Sohi. The heavy traffic slows
down goods moving through the
city, takes time away from commut-
ers goinghome to theirfamilies and
releases more harmful emissions
into the atmosphere, he said.

Alberta Infrastructure Minister
Brian Mason said the project had a
special resonance for him and he is
happythe province could approve
funding which starts flowing to the
city in 2023.
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