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After the tederal governmgnt an-
nounced more than $60O000 in
funding for much-needed r0of
repairs at McKayAvenue School,:'
Cindy Davis, manager of the Ed-
monton Public Schools Archive
Museum, breathed a sigh of relief.

"We have been struggling over
the last two years to repair the
roof," said Davis. "We can finish the
roof and mitigate the damage thafs
happening to the interior and the
collections that we have in here."

Areport in February 2Ol3 found
the roof of the historicbuilding -
opened in 1905 atits 10425 99Ave.
location - had failed, and water
leakingthrough itwas causing se-
vere structural and interior dam-
age.

An original estimate to repair the
roof came in at $1 million but, when
workers removed the shingles, they
discovered the rafters supporting
six dormers had rotted, putting
the structural integrity of the en-
tire building at risk. That bumped
up the cost of repairs to nearly
$2.4 million.

The Edmonton public school
board itself had already contrib-
uted $690,0OO toward the re-
pairs while the City of Edmonton
pledged $525,000 for the project
and the provincial government
committed another $425,000.

14. public fundraising campaign
raised another $112,OOO but that
still left the project more than
$50OOOO short.

"We have been wrestling with
how we can balance our needs for
allocating our dollars in awaythat
serves the students of todaywhile
also taking care of our assets and
some of the historical gifts we've
been blessed with," said Michael
Janz, chair ofthe Edmonton pub-
lic school board, who said he was
grateful for the government sup-
port in preserving the site.

On T hurs ilayf Ran <Iy B ols s o n -
nault, MP for Edmonton Centre,
announced about $60O,OO0 in
funds from the Canada Cultural
Spaces Fund to.finish the restora-
tion ofthe roof.

"With this investment, McKay
Avenue School will be able to
complete critical roof structural
repairs and restoration that will
mitigate, stop further damage to
this building," Boissonnault said.

As McKay Avenue School is
designated both a municipal and
provincial historic resource, Davis
said the roofwill be repaired using
period appropriate materials, aside
from an added layer of insulation
and rubber barrier to prevent fu-
ture leaks.

Even with this funding an-
nouncement, McKay Avenue
school still needs another $2 mil-
lion in repairs and restoration,
including repairing the interior
water damage caused by ongoing
leaking from the faulty roof and
upgrades to bring the building up
to code.'

The historic. McKay Avenue
School saw nearly eight decades
of students walk its halls after it
opened in 1905.

The building is the oldest brick
schoolhouse of its kind inAlberta,
the first two sessions of Alberta's
legislature sat on the third floor as
the province was formed and Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, Canada's prime
minister from 1896 to 1911, spoke
within its walls.

Davis said this investment will
help not only preserve the build-
ing's history, but allow new gen-
erations ofstrldents to create their
own memories within its walls as
over 6,000 students tour the mu-
seum eachyear.

'"They are time-travellers," said
Davis.

"They time-travel back to l88I
with the schoolhouse, they time
travel back to l93O during the
'thrifty thirties' for Alberta, and
theytime-travel backto 1905 when
we became a province. I believe
that we need to have kids continue
to time-travel."
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