
Political pressure rushed

BOB WEBER

EDM0NTON An Alberta First Na-
tion says court documents sug-
gest political and industrypressure
hustled approvals for an oilsands
pipeline through regulators and
reduced aboriginal consultation.

"Our concern is that this proj-
ect was being pushed through too
quickly and it would not meet the
standards for consultation and re-
view," said Eriel Deranger of the
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation.

Offi cials with the Alberta Energy
Regulator say repeated communi-
cations from political staff were
attempts to understand a new ap-
proach to aboriginal consultation,
not ap attempt to hurry it alon$.

Earlier this month, the band fil€d
a request with the Alberta Court
ofAppeal for ajudicial review of
approvals issued to TransCanada
Corp. forthe Grand Rapids pipeline

- a 9oQ00o-barel-a-day line from
the oilsands to Hardisty. The band
says itwasn't givenenough input.

Court filings from the Alberta
Energy Regulator appear to back
the band's allegation.

TransCanada applied for ap-
provals in November 2Ol3 and
by March the following year had
submitted records to the province's
Aboriginal Consultation Office.
The office assesses howmuch input
is due First Nations and whether
that requirement has been met.

By April 2, an official from the
Alberta Energy Regulator wrote
the consultation office and said:
"We've been directed to move the
Grand Rapids pipeline projectto a

hearingASAP."
AnApril 8 email from the consul-

tation office's director to the assis-
tant deputy minister of Aboriginal
Affairs said TransCanada officials
had expressed concerns.

"I thinkthe frustration ofthe de-
veloping process is affecting some
ofthese concerns," it read. "Trans-
Canada's treatment of our staff...
has been minimally professional
and on the border of bullying."

AnotherApril S email from a dif-
ferent office staffer said TransCana-
dawas repeatedly calling apd meet-
ingwith the consultation office.

On April 14, an official with the
regulator wrote: r'The review and
decision for the Grand Rapid pipe-
line project is being accelerated to
attempt to allow construction in
September 2014.

"The Grand Rapids pipeline proj-
ect is of particular interest to min-
isters and senior officials from the
(provincial government and the
regulator)."

A day later, Qrand Rapids had
been bumped to the head of the
line as a "priorityfiIe."

"This will not be the routine way
of doing things going forward," said
an email from the operations di-
rector. "This is an exception dueto
the higher level of interest in this
project."

. - Another office manager ex-
pressed similar concerns. "I share
your concern about the 'urgent'
reviewof this file ... but I thinkwe
will have to be flexible on this one

. given the level of political interest."
The office was worried the regu-

lator was too focused on meeting
TransCdnada's request for a June
hearing date. Shortly aftex Trans-
Canada officials met with the dep-
uty minister of Aboriginal Affairs.

The office ultimately ruled the
First Nationwasn't entitled to fuIl
consultation on Grand Rapids, even
though the pipeline would cross the
band's traditional territory.

A hearing was held in June
and July of 2014. The Athabasca
Chipewyan were granted standing,
but pulled out over concerns they
weren't given funding or time to
consider proposal changes.

At the time, Chief Allan Adam
said TransCanada showed little
interest in the band's concerns
and was more concerned with how
much itwould cost to "buyus off"

The pipeline was approved in
October 2O14. Construction has
begun; it's to go into service in2ol7.

Bob Curran, a spokesman with
the Alberta Energy Regulator, said
in an email that proponents often
request expedited hearings. "The
AER responds to all stakeholders,
whether government, industry, or
landowners, in the same manner
with the same information."

TransCanada spokesman Mark

Allan Adam

Cooper said the companywas try-
ing to get a sense ofthe regPlatory
timeline so that it could keep its
commercial commitments.

The provincial government de-
clined a request for comment. It
has begun reforming the Aborigi-
nal Consultation Office. The band's
judicial review request is to be
heard Nov. 8 in Calgary.
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