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$35-million grant
for NAIT buibins
DAVE LAZZARINO

Post-secondary polytechnic edu-
cation is getting aboost in Edmon-
tonthanks to anearly $3S-million
federal grant announced Wednes-
day. The funding is earmarked for
a new productivity and innovation
building at the Northern Alberta
Institute offechnologythat is ex-
pected to partnerwith industryto
solve problems and create jobs.

"The building itself is very, very
large," said NAIT president Glenn
Feltham.

Feltham explained that most
of the space will be single-storey
labs allowing the school to be flex-
ible to industry needs as they take
advantage ofthe productivity en-
hancemenl applied research and
business accelerator sections that
will make up the newaddition.

"The building is designed to
be very responsive. We also have
a four-storey tower which is at-
tached to this," Feltham said. "This
is going to be world-class labs but
labs designed for industryto come
and partner and solve the problems
that they need to be able to be com-
petitive."

NAIT willbe putting in more than
$40 million to the construction as

well, funds available because of the
provincial budget increase of. $449
million in post-secondary capital
spending announced earlier this
year. "Good jobs begin with good
education," said Deron Bilous,
provincial minister of Economic
Development and Trade.

But that still leaves jobs to be
found by those graduating stu-
dents, something federal Infra-
structqre and Communities Min-
isterAmarjeet Sohi says is a more
complex issue.

"We understand that a lot of fam-
ilies inAlberta are struggling," Sohi
said. "That's why, along with this
investmen! we are investing in in-
frastructure. We are extending our
EI benefit#totlaN offworkers. We
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BACKGROUND
:ON THE NEW
BUILD ING

I. Funding for the building
will be made up of $35 million
ftom the federal government
and another $40 million from

: NAIT

,, i 2. The building will be
,." roughly 180,000 square feet
' with a four-storey tower and

.11 single-storeylabstakingup
most of the space

': 3. lt will be located on the
' ,:. easternmost part of the NAIT

campus, between Princess
Elizabeth Avenue and 118

Avenue next to the traffic
circle

.' 4. NAIT has two years to
. spend the federal dollars and

expects the building to be

. opened byJune 2018' 5. The building will focus

... on three areas: Productiv-
, ity enhancement, applied
, research and business

acceleration

that's $950 million cominginto Al-
berta's economy immediately."

He pointed to the 76 projects he
has approved since taking office
and the $3 billion of investment
into Alberta's economy as the se€ds
of those jobs. The funds are avail-
able for the next two years.

Feltham e>rpects the newfacility
to be complete within the next 20
months.
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An artist's rendition of the newest addition to NAIT. The 180,000-square-
foot building is expected to be completed by June 2018.


