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NDP 'flying blind'with green pollcles, Wildrose says

PHILLIPS FROM AI

"The political right in this prov-
ince can barely conceal their con-
tempt for Premier Notley an{ her
government," she said to a cro-wd
at the BMO Centrefilledwithiep:
resentatives ofindustry and envi-
ronmentalists.

"And as we move back into the
legislature, we will all hear over
and over again now is not the right ,',

time for action. For some, there
will never be a right time.

"Ifgiven a chance, the political
rightwould go about systemically
dismantling all ofthis progress, in-
cluding the investments in Alber-
ta's economy and the new oppor-
tunities in diverse new industries."

The Opposition Wildrose has
vowed, if elected, to scrap the
carbon tax, which it says will be
economically punishing at a time
when,&lberta is suffering a long-
term economic downturn because
oflow oil prices.

In attendance at the climate con-
ference, Don Maclntyre, Wildrose
electricity and renewables critic,
saidthe partyhas to see howother
aspects of the NDP's plan play out
before deciding what to do about
them.

He scoffed atPhillips'critique of
the opposition and said the NDP is
essentially "flying blind" with few
details'about how its strategywill
work in practice.

"We still don't have anything
concrete from them," said Ma- .

clntyre in an interview.
"All we've heard is, we're going

to tax you to death. We're going to
suck $3 billion out of this economy.
We're goingto do somethingwith
it, but we're not going to tell you
whatyet."

The NDP plan calls for a por-
tion ofthe carbon tax revenue to
be used for rebates that will go to
two-thirds of Alberta households,
while the remainderwill be used
formeasures such as public transit
and renewable energy projects.

Shannon Phillips

actions will lower projected emis-
sions growth by 5O megatonnes by
2O3O stabilizing Alberta's green-
house gas production at around
current levels.

Progressive Conservative energy
critic Rick Flaser criticized Phil-
lips for politicizing a non-pattisan
event and said her comments ig-
nored the fact the previous Tory
government implemented policies
such as a carbon levy on large in-
dustrial emitters.

"The idea the opposition doesn't
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recognize climate change is false,"
said Fraser, who was also at the
Pembina Institute event.

The PCs are opposed to the NDP's
carbon tax but have no official po-
sition yet on what should be done
with it if they win the next election.
Tory leadership candidate Jason
Kenney has.calle.d for the tax to

ranks have called for the carbon
tax to be kept but made revenue-
neutral through corresponding
cuts to other taxes.

One potentially complicating
factor for those wanting to elimi-
nate the carbon tax is the federal
Liberal government's intention to
introduce a Canaffa-wide carbon
pricing mechanism that will re-
quire provinces to set a minimum
price.

David Hone, climate change
adviser for Shell, said companies
need to be confident that climate
change policies are inplace forthe
long term before investing.

He pointed to Australia, which
reversed a carbon tax, and the
United Kingdom, which ended a
bid process for carbon sequestra-
tionatthe lastminute, asways gov-
ernments have made it harder for
companies to be confident in their
environmental investments.

Hone said there's a clear demand
for emission reduction with to-
day's NDP government, but not
necessarily in future ones.

"Is that true after the next elec-
tion? And the next election after
that? That uncertainty has to be
managed."

The Pembina Institute's Ed
Whittingham acknowledged he
has concerns that Alberta's climate
change efforts couldbe undone.

He said governments have to
demonstrate the environmental,
health and economicbenefits that
will ultimately stem from climate
action.

"It's tough to implement ambi-
tious policy. No question, especial-
ly at a time people are hurting" said
Whittingham, executive .director
of the environmental think tank,

"What we're trying to do with
this conference is to letAlberta and
Albertans know we're not alone.
Other jurisdictions have taken
these steps, they've felt some pain
and they've reaped the benefits
from it."
Withftlesfrom The Canadian Press


