
;: THE GLOBE AND MAIt2c
FR&IS6 $*OIIilEAIIiI

Environmentalists file suit over expansion
ROBERT TUTTLE BUSY WATERS

Kinder Morgan Inc. will have to
address the fate of one more
group before completing its
Trans Mountain pipeline expan-
sion: killer whales.

Less than a month after Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau announced the approval of
a plan to almost triple the caPaci-
ty of Canada's only oil pipeline to
the Pacific coast, the environ-
mental law group Ecojustice filed
a federal court case on behalf of
Living Oceans Society and Rain-
coast Conservation Foundation
seeking to block the decision.
The government failed to consid-
er the fate of about 8o killer,.,'
whales that live in the main shifi-
ping lane for the crude tankers
that will carry Alberta's oil, Dyna
Tugel, an Ecojustice lawyer, said
in a phone interview.

"The ones that we are con- ,:
cerned about are the Southern
Resident killer whales," she said.
The pipeline adds "seven times
more tankers, which contribute
to noise and interferes with hunt-
ing and communication."

Mr. Trudeau's Nov. zg announ-
cement that the $6.8-billion
expansion of the line to 89o,ooo
barrels a day from 3oo,ooo can
move ahead was welcomed by
Alberta's oil producers and pro-
tested by environmental grouPs.
Kinder Morgan Canada president
Ian Anderson said in a telephone
news conference on Nov. 3o that
the company was preparing for
legal challenges.

Ms. Tuytel said the Canadian
government adopted the recom'
mendation of the National Ener-
gy Board, which lacked measures
to protect the whales. The extra
tankers would also threaten local
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salmon, the whales'main food
source, and increase the risk of
an oil spill, she said.
' The Southern Resident killer
whales are probably the most
studied whale population in the
world, Ms. T\r1tel said. Scientists
have given them nicknames and
the group's members don't mate
with other killer whales that pass
through their waters.

The pipeline expansion could
push the population toward
extinction at a time when num-

Ladysmithr

bers were recovering, Karen Wris-
ten; executive director of the
Living Oceans Society, said in a
phone interview Ttresday.

The pipeline expansion, which
still requires some local permits;
could start by September, accord-
ing to the cornpany. While the
pipeline will increase tanker traf-
fic almost six-fold to 35o a year,
that will represent less than 7 per
cent of large commercial vessels
moving in the area, Ali Hounsell,
Trans Mountain Expansion Pro-

ject spokeswoman, said in an
e-mail.

"We will be responding formal
ly in the coming weeks," she sai
The government approval "fol-
lows many years of engagemenl
and the presentation of the verl
best scientific, technical and ec<

nomic information."
Ecojustice hopes for a h€aring

on its petition by the end of Fet
ruary, Ms. Tuytel said.
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