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The Albertugoverrnrierrtis release
of a top-lo list ofbillings bydoctors
unfairlypaints radiolo$sts as flush
with cash, the Alberta SocietY of
Radiologists says.

Knee-jerk reactions to how the
province's estimated 350 radiolo-
gists are compensated for their
work and expenses could PromPt
diagnostic imaging clinics to close,
Calgaryradiologist and association
president Dr. Robert Davies said
Tuesday.

"If government was to imPose
cuts or caps or clawbacks without
realizing that there may not be the
margin to absorb those, key servic-
es that Albertans rely on could be
lost," Davies sai{, I

Revealingpart of a sunshine list
disclosing doctor compensation is
also premature, given negotiations
continue between the government
and Alberta Medical Association,
he said.

Alberta Health this week released
a list of the 1O highest yearly bill-
ings byAlberta doctors, Plus their
specialties. Eight ofthe top 10 are
radiologists, who billed between
$3.6 million and $4.6 million dur-
ing2014-15. The othertwo doctors
on the list are ophthalmologists,
including the top biller, who col-
lected nearly $4.9 million in fees
last year.

The health ministry did not
name any of the doctors. Patholo-
gists, who examine cadavers and
study tissue samples for disease,
were not included on the list.

Radiologists' expenses are un-
like most otherphysicians, Davies
said. The doctors, who interpret
and write reports on diagnostic
imaging tests such as X-rays, ultra-
sounds, CT scans and MRI scans,
each employ between l5 and 2O
support staff, Davies said.

About 95 per cent of Alberta
radiologists spend some or all of
their time practising in clinics,
where they have purchased and
maintained multimillion-dollar
machines, computers and serv-
ers, and pay information technol-
ogy staff to manage the data and
equipment.

The overhead costs amount to 70
to 8O per cent of the money they
receive from government fee-for-
service payments, Davies said.

He would not say how much a
typical radiologist earns in take-
home pay, and declined to reveal
his own salary.

The average yearlY Payment
to 365 Alberta radiologists was

$997,223 in 2O1sI5, which'mo
2O per cent over five Years, the Al-
berta Health Care Insurance Plan's

annual report says. The typicalAl-
berta doctorbilled the government
$37I,OOO last Year.

The jump in costs is the result of
radiologists working more hours,
Davies said.

Of 88 Alberta doctors who were
paid more than $2 million bY Al-
berta Health in 2014-15, 53 were
radiologists and 19 were oPhthal-
mologists.

No one from the EYe PhYsicians
and Surgeons ofAlberta returned a
phone call or email TuesdaY.

Last week was the deadline for
Alberta agencies, boards, com-
missions, and post-secondarY
institutions to Publish sunshine
lists online disclosing the salaries
of everyone who earns more than
$125,000 ayear.

The NDP's Public Sectqr Com-
pensation TransParencY Act
passed last year exPanded the list
of public sector workers who must
disclose their salaries. The list now
includes university grofessors and
administrators, dodtors, nurses,
and others.

Although doctors emPloYed bY a

university or Alberta Health Ser-
vices now have their PaY Posted
online, the government has not
yet posted pay for the majoritY of
doctors who are Paid as contrac-
tors char$ng a fee for each service.

The government is in talks with
the Alberta Medical Association
about the "nuances" of disclosing
doctor salaries, Health Minister
Sarah Hoffman said last week. She

didn t provide a date for when the
pay of doctors will be disclosed.

'I didn't want to move forward
with transparencY thafs not tell-
ing the whole story," Hoffman said.

Divulging a partial listbefore the
medical association and govern-
ment have agreed what informa-
tion shouldbe Published andhow,
concerns Davies.

The top 10 list would have been
available through a freedom ofin-
formation request, which is whY
the health ministry released it to
a media outlet, CarolYn Ziegler, as-

sistant director of media relations
forAlberta Health, saidin anemail.

The Alberta Medical Associa-
tion did not resPond to a request
for comment TuesdaY afternoon.
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