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Employment insurance figures
continue to climb in Alberfa, with
the number of claimants up al-
most 92 pei cent in the 12 months
to July.

Statistics Canada's latest data
shows slightly fewer than 1OO,O0O

Albertans, or four p€r cent of the
total labour force, claimed EI in
July. Almost two-thirds of those
claiming benefits were men. Per-

centage increases in the past 12
months in Calgary (96.2) and Ed-
monton (72.5) topped the nation as

the number of provincial claimants
jumped almost 92per cent in the
same period.

Economists, however, cautioned
against drawing too many conclu-
sions as prolonged job losses in the
oil and gas sector, coupled with the
Trudeau government's sweeping
EI reforms, contributed to July's
numbers. Changes to EI meanun-

employed workers can claim an ex-
tra five weeks of regular benefits
up to a maximum of 5O weeks and
long-tenured workers can receive
an additional 2O weeks up to amax-
imum of 7O weeks. Those reforms
also included expanded EI eligibil-
ity, automatic renewals and a re-
duction in waiting times to access
benefits. City of Edmonton chief
economist John Rosebelieves un-
emploSrment numbers are "begin-
ning to bottom out" in the city and
is expecting some improvement,
however slighf heading i4t o 2O17.

"I thinkyouwill start to see em-
ployment drift up very slowly over
the next 12 to 24 months," Rose
said.
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