
E?tno rvlZ'O
Taufu41*r l!irll tjti i,t

q !u/YZ()/6
S"EIITORS HO ME VACANC IE S.
Dovtrr rN EDMoNlon

According to Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corp.'s (CMHC) 2O16
Seniors'Housing Report, the va-
cancy rate for standard retirement
spaces in Alberta increased from

. 8.1 per cent in 2015 to 9.2 per cent
in 2016. However, in the Edmonton
CMA the vacancy rate was 4.2 per
cent in 2016, down from 6.8 per
cent in 2015.

The average rental ratefora stan-
dard space for all bedroom types
in Alberta was $2,992in2OL6, $7O
more per month than ayear earlier.
The additional amenities and ser-
vices provided in seniors' residenc-
es typicallypush rents above those
in the purpose-built rental market.

Spaces with two bedrooms or
more reported an average rent of
$3,709 in 2016, up $t6Tpermonth
from 2015. The average rent for
bachelor and one-bedroom suites
also increased from the previous
year, albeit to a lesserdegree. From
2015 to 2016, the average re1'rt for
bachelor suites rose $12 a month to
$2,417, while one-bedroom suites
increased $82 a month to $8O42.

CMHC's Seniors' Housing Re-
port included L2,2Il- retirement
spaces, an increase of9.6 per cent
from 2015. The survey included
ll2 residences and counted 12,261
seniors living in those residences.
Although the number of spaces
increased at a faster pace than the
population ofseniors aged 75 and
over, the capture rateforthe survey
rose to 5.8 per cent, up from S.5 per
cent in 2015. Alarger proportion of
Alberta's seniors chose to live in a
retirement home in 2016.

Seniors' residences provide some
services and amenitiesthatare not
typically present in purpose-built
rental buildings. Such services may
include housekeeping meal plans,
medical services, and various rec-
reational progpams. To be included
in the survey, a facility must offer
an on-site meal plan. Three meals
were included in the rental price in
over 64 per cent ofAlberta senior
residences surveyed.

As was the ca5e in the 2O15 sur-
vey, the most common amenities in
Alberta structures were a 24-hour
callbell service and an exercise fa-
cility. Call bells were found in 88.9
per cent ofstructures and exercise
facilities were available in 83 per
cent of structures.


