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Ken Rosenau, director of operations for Rosenau Transport, scans the new warehouse and distribution centie run

by Acropolis Warehousing at the Edmonton lnternational Airport in Edmonton on Monday. ED KATIER

Rosenau Transport opens
maior distribution centre
Edmonton trucking company aims
to expand into atr cargo business

GORDON KENT

A maj or Edmonton-based trucking
companyhopes a newfacility at the
Edmonton International Airport
will help launch it into the growing
global air cargo business.

Rosenau Transport Ltd. moved
this fall into an approximately
2O,OOO-square-metre distribu-
tion centre and warehouse in the
cargo village south of the terminal,
replacingtwo leased structures in
east Edmonton, director ofopera-
tions Ken Rosenau Said Monday.

While price and good access to
Queen Elizabeth 2 Highway were
part of the appeal when the idea
came up in 2014, Rosenau also sees

opportunities working with the
airlines serving the region.

'Air China comes here now,
KLM, Icelandair. Edmonton is re-
ally trying to put itself on the map
for air cargo," he said during a tour
ofthe operation run by subsidiary
Acropolis Warehousing Inc.' 

"WecanpickupfreightfromOn-

tario to Vancouver and deliver it
to the airlines. Air China, they're
flynga767 freighter in here twice a
week. There's a possibility of pick-
ing up that freight and delivering
it to them."

The three sections ofthe cavern-
ous warehouse, featuring lo-me-
tre-high ceilings and 44 loading
and unloading doors, are almost
two-thirds filled with pallets of
industrial chemicals, agricultural
products and other items.

A fenced, locked section is set
aside for the secure storage of air
cargo. A separate area has utilities
roughed in to handle cold storage
of meat and produce, but won't be
flnished until customers are found,
Rosenau said.

About a half-dozen staffrun the
leased facility, which replaces two
smaller centres in east Edmonton.
The workforce grows during the
annual three or four month rush to
handle seed and agricultural chemi-
cals needed for springplanting.

"This is a little more spread out,

so we can work and not have to
'worry as much," assistant manager
Shane McBain said.

"It's very excitingbeing out here,
especiallywith everything going up
in the future. It's incredible what
they have planned."

Those plans include turning the
airport into an "aerotropolis," a
destination work and entertain-
ment centre featuring such at-
tractions as an outlet mall, offices,
hotels and restaurants.

Private companies have invested
$5OO million over the past three
years at the airport, which expects
to see an additional 2,OOOjobs cre-
ated in 2012 mainlywhen the mall
opens next fall, airport spokes-
woman Heather Hamilton said.

Rosenau Transport, Started with
a single truck in 1957by Rosenau's
late grandfather Gus, has grown
to one of Western Canada's larg-
est privately held trucking firms,
with about 7OO employees and al-
most 4OO trucks in the company's
distinctive green colour. It has 26
freight terminals as well as ware-
houses in Brandon, Regin4 Saska-
toon, Calgary and west Edmonton.
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