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cALGARY The Alberta Energy
Regllator is mahing it easier for
thepublic to see which oil arrd gas

companies are falling behind on
pipeline safety.

The regulator Iaunched a new
pipeline reporting website Tues-
day that lays out several safety
ratings for all operators in the
province over the past two years.

David Helmer, director ofpipe-
Iines in industry operations at the
regulator, said making the ratings
public should help push compa-
nies to improve,

"Some companies will see how
thev showup compared with other
comparries. Theywill probablyim-
prove because they probablyjust
don't know where they're sitting
compared to other companies,"
said Helmer ata news conference.

"But the intention ofthe report
is really to be transparent about
the tlpe of information that we
Iook at and provide this informa-
tionto the public."

He said some companies were
very positive about the new re-
porting, but that others were
concerned the data could be mis-
interpreted.

Lastyear, Enerplus Corp. topped

the Iist for amount of liquid re-
leased with about 875,ooo.litres
leaked, while Apache Canada Ltd.
was second with about 629000
litres.

On an incident per kilometre of
pipeline ratio last year, Chinook
Energy has the worst tating with
about 52 incidents per I,OOO kilo
metres, followed byOsum Produc-
tion Corp. with about 37 incidents
per 1,OOO kilometres.

None of the companies could
be immediately reached for com-
ment.

On the whole, pipeline incidents
are onthe decline inAlberta. with
a 44-per-cent drop in annual inci-
dents over the past lO years and a
three-per-cent drop between 2015
and 2016 to atotal of460incidents
lastyear.

Veronique Giry, who is vice-
president of industry operators
at the regulator, said the trend
is encouraging but the regulator
continues to pushfor greater per-
formance.

"While we are encouraged by
these results, there is more that
we can do because all pipeline in-
cidents are preventablei Girysaid.
The Canaalian Press
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