
Northern Gateway timeline

CALGARY The National Energy
Board has suspended a review on
whether to extend the amount of
time Enbridge Inc. has to start de-
velopment of the Northern Gate-
waypipeline.

The board says it made the de-
cision in response to the Federal
Court of Appeal's ruling last week
that invalidated the original ap-
proval of the $7.9-billion project.

The court ruled 2-l that the Ca-
nadian government failed in its
duty to consult with aboriginal
people before approving the de-
velopment in 2014.

The board has also suspended its
review of any filings from North-
ern Gateway on its compliance
with the 209 conditions attached
to the project.

One of the conditions of the ini-
tial approval was that construction
startbythe end ofthis year, adead-

Iine Enbridge wanted to extend by
three years.

The prqposed pipeline would
transport 525,OOO barrels ofoil per
day from northeast of Edmonton
to the deepwater port of Kitimat,
B.C., for export to international
markets, though there are doubts
it will proceed.

Meanwhile, Premier Rachel Not-
Iey said prior to the announcement
that there can't be anyunnecessary
federal delays wheir it comes to ap-
provinga new pipeline - any pipe-
line - to transport Alberta's oil to
international markets.

"We're just going to continue to
work hard to make the case for why
all of Canada needs this pipeline or
a pipeline to get to tidewater and
then a decision has to be made,"
Notley said Friday.

"We just can't dither on this for
a lot longer."

Kinder Morgan's bid to triple
the capacity of its existing Trans
Mountain pipeline between Ed-
monton and Burnaby, B.C. is before
the federal government after the
National Energy Board sanctioned
the $6.8-billion project in May.

"Frankly, if I was in the €deral
government, I would not shut
down any of my options until I
knew I had one option that's suc-
cessful. But that's me," she said.

"I think that Kinder Morgan
tends to be the most obvious
choice, but even that is not with-
out its challenges."

Eight First Nations, four envi-
ronmental groups and a labour
union:'ldunched legal challengQs
against the approval ofNorthern
Gateway, which were consolidated
and heard by the appeal court in
October.

Notley said she understands the
need for First Nations to have a say
in the Northern Gatewayprocess.

She saidAlberta is examiningthe
court decision andwill askthe fed-
eral government to take whatever
action is necessary to meet those
standards. "But in a respectful
way that engages meaningfully
with affected stakeholders and in
particular First Nations people
because they have a strong set of
rights under our laws."

Notley said she hopes to meet
with Trudeau when he visits the
Calgary Stampede next week.
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