
A8 rnuRSDAy, sEpTEMBER 29, 2016 EDMoNToN JouRNAL

Biotech plant is model
of diversification: Notley
STUART THOMSON

Premier Rachel Notley applauded
the extrlansion of a small biotech-
nology facility in Edmonton, call-
ingit agreat example of economic
diversification.

Ceapro Inc. - which employs
about 30 people - specializes in
taking raw materials, such as oats,
and turning them into active ingre-
dients in health care and cosmetic
products. The companyis opening
a new facility which will provide
jobs to another 3O workers.

"This is what economic diversi-
fication looks like," said Notley at
an event Wednesday to mark the
opening of the facility. "Economic
diversification is a company such
as Ceaprq working with the U of A,
to pioneer new products, develop
innovative processes and build
an incredible commercial enter-
prise that ships products around
the world."

Ingredients the company ex-
tracts in its Edmonton facility can
be found in commercial products
like Neutrogena anti-aging cream,
Gold Bond anti-itch cream and
Dove skin moisturizer.

The company's two main prod-
ucts arebetaglucan and avenanth-
ramides, which are both extracted
from oats.

Beta glucan provides relief from
itching and reduces inflamma-
tion, while avenanthramides are

Gilles Gagnon, president and CE0 of Ceapro lnc., and PremiereRachel Not-
ley inspect the company's plant in Edmonton, which turns raw materials
into ingredients for health care and cosmetics products. IREG sorrruAM

dn anti-irritant that accelerate tis-
sue healing.

Since 2OIl, the Alberta govern-
ment has provided $2.4 million
through its Alberta Innovates Bio
Solutions program. Ceapro's tech-
nology started in a UniversityofAl-
berta research lab andwas worked
on bya graduate studentwho is now
employed by Ceapro.

This technology could be used
to process a wide variety of feed-
stocks, said Steve Price, the presi-
dent ofAlberta Innovates Bio So-
lutions.

"Not only oats, but as a forester,
I'm hoping we see applications in
extracting materials from forest
species as well.

"We believe that having this facil-

ity located here in Alberta will lead
us to many new high quality prod-
ucts being developed inAlberta."

Price said that, due to the prov-
ince's strong agriculture industry,
government support and existing
bio-tech infrastructure, Alberta is
ripe for an "enhanced bio cluster."

The technology also allows the
entire process to take place in the
province, beforethe product is ex-
ported. the premier said.

"What's important about this is
the potential and the opportunity
it represents. The degree to which
we're able to use a product ofwhich
we have gSeat amounts here inAl-
berta," said Notley.
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