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surge, organization sgys
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A 24-hour count that aims to pro-
vide a snapshot of Edmonton's
homeless population could see
higher numbers caused by a slump-
ing economy and low oil prices,
says the organization coordinat-
ing the event.

"It's been two years since our
count and a lot has changed,"
said Homeward Trust CEO Susan
McGee, adding that in 2OI4,vol-
unteers counted 2,307 homeless
people in Edmonton.

"We really don't know what the
count is goingto result in," she said.
"(These) are similar circumstances
to what we had in 2006 when we
had our highest count."

Calgary, Grande Prairie, Leth-
bridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer
and Wood Buffalo are coordinat-
ing simultaneous counts, which
launched Wednesday night.

Volunteers used a combination
ofpaper and smartphone surveys
starting Wednesday night to ques-
tion homeless people at drop-in
centres, shelters, public land and
on the streets of Edmonton.

University of Alberta medi-
cal student Shuo Chang 2O was
among 300 volunteers.

"It's good to go out and experi-

ence what's actually going on in
the community, hear their differ-
ent stories," he said.

A final report to be produced in
the newyearwill include informa-
tion such as how many children
and yquth are homeless, as well as

how many people are unsheltered.
Preliminary statistics will be re-
leased before year's end.

"In all of my17 months since be-
ing elected... there has been no big-
ger issue than that ofhousing and
homelessness," said Edmonton-
Centre NDP MLADavid Shepherd.

"We're so excited to see the new
life and growth in the downtown
core ... but there are too many liv-
ing here on the streets who aren't
gettingto enjoythose benefits," he
said.

Earlier Wednesday, Shepherd
attended the opening of the new
wing of the Excel Society's Grand
Manor building, which he praised.

"It's a model for the success you
can have as a service provider that
has the ability to make decisions
quickly and to strategically align
itself with the needs of the com-
munity," said Brad Perkins, the
society's CEO.
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